
Kirsten Mason

 

Raised and educated in Wellington, Kirsten has worked for many years in a number 
of senior roles in the music sector. An accomplished pianist (she owns a Beckstein 
concert grand), she had management roles internationally Paris, London, Detroit, 
Turin and Shanghai before returning permanently to Wellington some years ago. 
Since then she has held senior roles with Chamber Music New Zealand, Orchestra 
Wellington and the NZ Symphony Orchestra and is now Wellington City Council’s 
lead on development of the National Music Centre. She is married to the director of 
the global design group Icona and they have two daughters.




Room Hire Costs for Groups
We have recently received a number of requests for assistance with room hire costs for small groups. 
As we currently have around 60 study groups in our wonderful U3A Nelson organisation, it is 
unfortunately not financially feasible for us to fund room hire for smaller groups - typically those with 8 
members or fewer.
In many cases, groups of this size can usually be accommodated in members' homes.
However, we recognise that this is not always possible, and the Committee is happy to consider 
requests on a case-by-case basis.
Therefore, any application for room hire reimbursement must be submitted to the Committee for 
approval in advance.



Donna Swift our speaker in June. 

Bonobo Lola Ya 

By Drusilla Mason



All ready to enjoy a 
tour of Isel House.

Hands in the Garden Group



WHY I enjoy the ABC Music Group
I love Sixties pop music and enjoy learning more about it, but I'm not especially interested in classical 
music. When a new U3A group, ABC (Anything But Classical) was proposed ten years ago, I knew it 
was for me and was one of the first to join. The amazing range of music members bring to a meeting, 
expands our knowledge of different artists and types of music. For instance recently, we had folk 
music from the 15th century and dub music from 21st!
The format of the meeting doesn't change as we are asked to submit a couple of You Tube items 
each, and a brief introduction which we have researched. After this, the choice is played on a TV 
which we watch together and all comment on. This format has served us well over the years but now 
we occasionally add a short music-related You Tube documentary to open the meetings.
Midway, we stop for afternoon tea and towards the end of the meeting, we choose a couple of topics 
for next month.
Roger Pittman

Trivia Quiz Group #1
Meeting at The Honest Lawyer.
It's not The Chase but it certainly gives 
the grey matter a workout.

An older brain isn't slower
-it's just busy sorting through a 
lifetime of carefully stored 
information



I usually wake up pretty 
confused. But after coffee, I 
feel alert and find that I'm 
much more aware of how 
confused I am.

Thanks to all who have submitted articles for this Newsletter.
Please keep sending them in.
The deadline for articles for the next Newsletter is Monday 13th October.

Always room for new study groups

U3A Nelson hit a total this month of 60 active groups, but there’s always room for more. 

These ideas from other centres came via Paul Lunberg. 

As always, contact me…Hilary, if you are interested in starting a group and we can talk it 
through.    Hilary Carpenter  study@u3anelson.org.nz 

UЗA MARLBOROUGH UЗA HOBSONVILLE
Barbarians of the Steppes Breathing and Relaxation
Books and Authors Craft Creators
Card Making Current Affairs
Celtic World Eat Around the World
Classic Films Exercise to Music
Current Issues Family History
Documentary Films Food for Fun
Essential Italy Gourmet
Foundations of Eastern Civilisation History and Discoveries
Geological Wonders International Films
Heroes and Legends Italian Cooking for Men
How Winston Churchill Changed the 
World

Maritime Matters

London Music Seekers
Monet to van Gogh New Zealand History
My Favourite Universe News & Views
Play Reading Group Petanque
Physics in Your Life Play Reading
Science of Extreme Weather Science
Scrabble Story Tellers
Secrets of Great Mystery and 
Suspense

Theatre and the Arts

Secrets of English Words
The Great Tours
Ukelele
Writing for Grandchildren


