



Our next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 22nd April, 
from 10am till 12noon. This will be held in our new venue at the Whakatu 

Presbyterian Church in Champion Rd. Richmond. 

0ur speaker will be Alan Matthews talking about a “Salesman’s Tale" 

Overview of talk by Alan Matthews: 
During his sales career Alan has worked inside more than 12,000 factories in 
the UK and has seen how an enormous number of products are made. Alan will 
be sharing some of his experiences and successes as salesman, and some of the 
strange ways industrial vacuum cleaners can be used. Some will make you 
laugh and some will be difficult to believe. He will also give some pointers as 
to the skills that good sales people possess.  
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Presidents Report

How does the man in the moon cut his hair?

Eclipse it. 

Greetings to all members

At the time of writing this, we hope that you and any family members living near coastal North Island, 
are safe after the cyclone has gone through. 

As you will see from Treasurer Jenny's report, subscriptions of $30 per member were due from 1 April 
2026. Currently, I am busy processing payments and thank you to ALL who have heeded Jenny's call, 
but as at today, our data base shows that we have 6 pages of Paid Up Members and 6 pages of 
Unfinancial Members. So, we have a way to go yet.

Looking forward to seeing you at our AGM/Members Meeting on Wednesday 22 April at 10am. 
PLEASE remember your name badges because we have had 21 new members join us, and it is much 
better for socialising, for everyone to have their names visible.
There is a huge box of name badges which will be at the Welcome Desk, and all new members, your 
name badges will be waiting for you.

Since sending out the AGM Agenda, we have had another nomination for Committee from Andy 
Ralphs, adding to the nomination already advertised from Adrian Faulkner.

And just reminding members who are unable to attend, because this is our AGM, apologies are being 
registered.

See you on 22nd and let's hope that the Salisbury Road work has been completed, and that the no. 2
Richmond bus from town can stop outside Woolworths.
The no. 1 Richmond bus is unaffected, travelling up and down Champion Road.
Yesterday at our Garden Group, we were so pleased to see members car pooling. And with petrol 
costs they way they are currently, taking the bus, or car pooling is a great option.

I will send out a reminder two days before our 22 April meeting, advising if car parking is available next 
door at the Funeral home.

Cheers
Wendy



The Galleries group enjoyed a 
wonderful visit to Lauren Kitts Hawks 
Valley sculpture garden. It was a lovely 
day and the sculptures were most 
impressive. Attached are a couple of 
photos taken during the visit.
Gordon and Carol Suddaby
Convenors

ABC meeting 3 March 2026.
Guest speaker John Dixon, maker of guitars
All guitars made by John are from bits and pieces.
Hubcaps etc sourced from swap meets, op shops, junk shops. Anything 
useful used from tea spoons, strainers, letter openers, old coins etc all to
"bling it up a bit"
• John plays his guitars through a small "Pigs Nose"
amplifier from US
John has been making 3 string guitars for over 10 years and has made a 
few dozen. He is often seen at local markets, Mapua, Motueka etc. and 
has also appeared on Seven Sharp.
He refers to his guitars by the car hub cap manufacturer, such as 1955 
Ford, with a 1973 Holden badge, horse brass and a pea strainer or 1953 
Vauxhall and a cigar box guitar, all pictured - John played blues on the 
guitars he brought to our meeting. Amazing sounds.
Other musicians like Super Chicken, Ry Cooder, and Junior Brown all 
play similar guitars - check out on YouTube along with "3 string guitar".
• videos,
and Justin Johnston, who plays a shovel guitar.





Many thanks to those who have paid 
to date and a gentle (!) reminder that 
your $30.00 annual subscription is 
due now. 

Thanks everyone who 
contributed to this 
Newsletter. There are now 
72 groups, so let’s hear 
from a few more. 

The deadline for items in 
the next newsletter is the 
9th June 2026. 


